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On the twentieth anniversary of the September 11th 
attacks, CBS News presents a feature-length documentary 
that examines, in unprecedented depth and dimension, 
the U.S. intelligence community’s work tracking Osama 
Bin Laden and al Qaeda before, during and after the 
deadliest terrorist strike in U.S. history
RACE AGAINST TIME: THE CIA AND 9/11 will take an unflinching look at the Central Intelligence Agency’s first 
descriptions of al Qaeda and its leader, Osama bin Laden, whom it identified as a financier of terrorism as early as 1993. 
It will trace the CIA’s evolving understanding of al Qaeda’s network and operations, and the agency’s efforts to disrupt 
plots worldwide. It will offer first-hand accounts of the covert campaign waged by the CIA’s “Jawbreaker” team, the first 
special ops cadre dispatched to Afghanistan immediately following 9/11.

In exclusive interviews with former CIA directors, senior operations officers and top analysts – some of whom have 
never spoken publicly – this documentary will examine the agency’s early warnings and urgent appeals to policymakers 
about the threat, its efforts to track, recruit or takedown terrorist operatives across the globe and its most significant 
counterinsurgency successes in Afghanistan.

Twenty years after 9/11, the world continues to reckon with the decisions that led to America’s actions – or inaction – in 
the months and years before the attacks and its cascading responses thereafter.  This in-depth look at the top-secret 
intelligence behind those decisions will shed new light on the attacks and the course the country has charted in their 
wrenching aftermath – right up to the withdrawal of American troops from Afghanistan, a move that may well allow the 
Taliban and al Qaeda, to re-establish a stronghold there after two decades of war.
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